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virtue nor vice can have any existence, at all! The
question clearly demands a discussion of the Atman,
which is pure Consciousness or the Awareness in us
which is the Eternal Witness beaming to illuminate
equally both virtue and vice.
The street lamp of its very nature throws a pool
of light on the road. Whatever portion of the
passing parade comes into that light, gets illuminated
so long as it remains within the area lit up. The lamp
is a mere witness; the light neither dances in joy when
a honey-moon couple passes that way, nor does the
light reel in drunkenness when a reveller passes by,
nor does it weep when it comes to illumine a tearful
funeral possession. Irrespective of the merits or
demerits of the scene, the light, in its own nature,
brightens up that which comes within its illumined
arena.
Similarly, there is an All-witnessing Eternal
Light-of-Wisdom, the Divine Spark within us which
is the source of All Life and Light by which we become
aware of the vice and virtue idea in our mind and
intellect. Certainly this great witness, the Atman,
is that which is other than virtue and vice, being
Itself only a Witness.
Taking now the second part of the question let
us enquire what is that which is neither the cause
nor the effect. Every effect is the fulfilment of a
cause and as such it is nothing other than the cause
itself with reference to another period of time and
changed conditions. A seed sown, the cause, in time